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indicate the process by which those high moralities which
are the life of the world are converted into the conven-
tionalities which are its bane. It is also worthy of remark
that Christ in his reply refuses to abandon .the figurative
mode of expression. He vindicates, as it were, his right
to use these forms of language, and insists that his followers
shall learn to understand them, but at the same time he
alters the figure so far as to remove the particular mis-
understanding into which Peter had fallen. He replied,
c I solemnly declare to you, not until seven times, but
until seventy times seven.'
Here then is the prohibition of all mortal feuds.
Irreconcilable enmities are henceforth forbidden to human
beings. Mercy to a submissive foe is to be no longer an
exceptional and admirable reach of human goodness, but
a plain duty. There may be again contentions upon the
earth, wars between state and state, feuds between family
and family, quarrels between man and man, but the war
6 without treaty and without herald' is in the modem world,
what it was not in the ancient, immoral. Human beings
have henceforth in all cases a right to terms, a right to
quarter. However they may trample upon the rights of
others, they cannot trample upon their own-; however they
may repudiate all human obligations, they cannot cancel,
though they may change and modify, the obligations of
others to them.
This is Christ's most striking innovation in morality. It
has produced so much impression upon mankind that it is
commonly regarded as the whole or at least the funda-
mental part of the Christian moral system. When a
Christian spirit is spoken of, it may be remarked that a
forgiving spirit is usually meant. But there is much more

